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"Devastating....Ranks with Frank Conroy's Stop-Time."--Michael Cunningham"Sometimes I'd see

my father, walking past my building on his way to another nowhere. I could have given him a key,

offered a piece of my floor. But if I let him inside the line between us would blur, my own

slow-motion car wreck would speed up." Nick Flynn met his father for the third time when he was

twenty-seven years old, working as a caseworker in a homeless shelter in Boston. As a teenager

he'd received letters from this stranger, a self-proclaimed poet and con man doing time in federal

prison for bank robbery. Nick, his own life precariously unsettled, was living alternately in a

ramshackle boat and in a warehouse that was once a strip joint. In bold, dazzling prose, Another

Bullshit Night in Suck City (a phrase Flynn senior uses to describe his life on the streets) tells the

story of two lives and the trajectory that led Nick and his father into that homeless shelter, onto

those streets, and finally to each other.
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Nick Flynn has been dealt a cruel hand. This memoir tells of the author's troubled relationship with

his alcoholic father, his mother's suicide, and the tendency of all the family members to get caught

up in criminal activities and drug addiction...and to live marginal, unsettled lives. Flynn's father

spends many of his adult years living on the streets of Boston. Father and son reconnect because

the son works in a homeless shelter. The father claims to be a poet and to have written a

ground-breaking novel that Little Brown is prepared to offer him $2 million to publish (or $4 million,

depending on the time of day and the degree of his alcoholic grandiosity). The literary connection



between father and son is something that seems to haunt and frighten the younger Flynn. In the

end, he seems to recognize that he is somehow his father's scribe and that the memoir he is writing

is the "story" his father never mananged to get down on paper. "That book somehow fell to me, the

son, to write. My father's uncredited, noncompliant ghostwriter. Not enough to be stuck with his

body, to be stuck with his name, but to become his secretary, his handmaid, caught up in folly, a

doomed project, to write about a book that doesn't, that didn't ever, that may not even , exist" (p.

322).what is ironic, and somehow true-seeming, is that people who come from the most disengaged

families turn out to be the ones who become the most enmeshed with their parents and who come

most dangerously close to repeating their parents' mistakes. Flynn has insight to his family

dynamics, but this doesn't seem to help him avoid the poinlessness of numbing himself out on

drugs and alcohol or from forming anything but superficial, need-based relationships with women.
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